1. Respond to this discussion:
The Human Cost of the Crimean War
            Over the years I have never really read much about the Crimean War.  It almost seems like a forgotten war, obviously equally important to the Europeans as the American Civil War. The Crimean War was a truly chilling story of heroism, disease, and unimaginable human suffering.  It was estimated that upwards of 1 million soldiers died from injuries and mostly disease during the conflict.  
 
 
1.   What was Russia trying to achieve? 
It would seem that Russia was trying to use the guise of protecting Christian sites, previously under the care of the French, in the Ottoman Empire to further their aspirations of a greater naval presence in the Black Sea. 
2.     Why was disease such a factor in the Crimean War?
Fairly early on in the conflict cholera ran rampant killing many soldiers prior to even seeing combat.  Cholera is a serious GI infection that can kill within hours in some instances.
3.     What Changes did the Crimean War have on battlefield medicine?
Florence Nightingale left an indelible mark on what would become modern nursing and healthcare administration.  Her understanding of cleanliness, organization and logistics became the new standard.
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2 Respond to this discussion:
Wow! "The positive outcome of these conditions, if it could be described as positive, was the adoption of new nursing techniques under the supervision of Florence Nightingale." (Modern World History)
The Crimean War resulted in mostly horrible outcomes, but the one good thing that came from it was the improved nursing techniques that were introduced by Florence Nightingale. (Modern World History) Florence was a nurse working in France that was sent by special request to Crimea where soldiers were dying from disease faster than they were dying from the Russians. Florence took a team of around 3 dozen other nurses to Crimea to care for the dying soldiers. She made sanitation a standard in that hospital by requiring the scrubbing of all surfaces, the laundering of linens, and the beginning of pest control. (Biography) From then on, her standards became the standards for hospitals all over the world.
Questions:
1. Who is Florence Nightingale?
Answer: Florence Nightingale was born in Florence, Italy and lived to be 90 years old. [1] She became passionate about nursing at a young age but because of the era she lived in, it was frowned upon for her to pursue this. [1] She defied these social standards (she even turned down a marriage proposal to a wealthy gentleman) to pursue becoming a nursing student. [1] What she did during the Crimean War changed nursing standards.
2. What were the techniques that she changed?
Answer: During the Crimean War, Nightingale changed the standards of sanitation and significantly reduced the death rate. [1] She had nurses and soldiers with minor injuries to scrub the hospital from top to bottom. [1] She got rid of any places where rodents or bugs could enter the hospital and also set up a laundry system so that the sick would have clean linens. [1] Because of these changes, she reduced the hospital's death rate by two-thirds. [1]
3. What happened to the other nurses that helped during the Crimean War?
Answer: Some of the nurses that assisted her to Crimea became sick but most of them survived and went on to spread their knowledge of a clean hospital environment. [1]
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